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REPORT S 


SUPERINTENDENT Of THE PENITENTIARY. 
To His A | | 


- L. Fi Grover, : Te 
» Governor of the State of Oran 


SIR:—I have the honor to herewith enclose the Bien- 
nial Report'of the Oregon State’ Penitentiary for the two 
fiscal years ending September 1, 1876, as also the Report 
of the Surgeon for the same period. “ 


The health of the ‘prisoners you will find, upon exami- 
nation of the Physician’s .Report, to be .better' than the 
general average of free men, only three deaths having oe- 
curred in the past two years. Finding that my. bille for 
physicians and for drugs.and medicines were increasing at 
too rapid a rate for the «years 1873-4, I: employed Dr. 
Richardson, at the rate of $2 50,for each visit; and 50.cents ' 
for each prescription, and it will be seen:by.the Superins 
tendent’s Report for 1873-4 that the expense -for those 
years was $3,985 16, and that the State has saved'in the 
past two years the:sum of $910 44 on these items. , - 


Dr: C. G. Glass, an inmate of the prison; has served ás 
Hospital Steward for the past two years, and by his prompt 
attention to the:sick has aided much in, preventing. sick- 
ness'and death among.the prisoners, being on hand; day 
and night in:the hospital, caring for the sick and suffering. 
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BOX 


The number of convicts reported as being confined in 
the prison on the first day of September, 1874, per report 
at that time, —— LB 


The number received during tlie past two years......... 97 


e სა - 
oe 
` 


Total .... A A tta eve mai 6160000900000 000% e «7.210 


— 


“The discharges during the’ same’ period" Mac 
have ””"'"""' 82 
PATQOUCG isise swa gone oa LO 
Removed to Insane ღა, idque e 
ს >ღეღეუე“'"""''შ'!ს 


8 
‘ Escaped: and still at large.................... 3 


Sa წ * ^ Y pape y z 
t a ; H 7 i EN N £ domo cu e 


· Total.......- 30000106 * 
Ki ap; Y *€**09«06909«9€09809092906000*08909000900000090*0060090000099090 
Roy y £k "ED & a IK T. sa ld n thay at 
- i [3 
etc v ortay ox amama 
+ T rs e * (3 
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ლება + #«. “”"" A K+ os 
Whole number in the prison Sept. 1, 1876...............104 


-::.On the — day of: June, 1875, at, about 2 o'clock P. M., 
fire was discovered in the flax mill, and before it could be 
extinguished every: work-shop within:the prison enclosure 
‘was burned to the ground. Thiswas/a great loss, not.only 
to the State; but to the contractors of convict labor... .The | 
buildings: destroyed. consisted of the boot.and „Shoe manu- . 
factory, the tannery, flax “factory, saw, mill, and the flume 
and: penstock to «the level of:tie.ground. The destruc- 
tion of the. buildings was:not. only a-loss to the, State :of 
the value pertaining to each, but threw out of paying em- 
ployment for the whole year a great many - conviets let;to: 
the.contractors, as: also those, employed indoors სად the 
different: work;of the prison itself; ..oy T 


ა... 
“ “Your: Excellenoy will:rememiber:the: Superintendent; in . 
his ' Reports of-1872-and 1874 called the. attention:of the ` 
Lepislature-to-the ‘advisability; if not necessity, of making 
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+ 


a. small appropriation for. a water „engine or large: ‘force 
pump. ‘Had this been done, it is the opinion c of those ac- 
quainted with the circumstances of the fire that the build- 
ings could all have been. saved; asit was we were power- 
less to stay the progress of the flames... — გ 

+ In the new. buildings for work shops, _just completed, 

we have a limited protection against.fire, but by no means 
sufficient; to remove them: from the danger of total de- 
struétionj.and as they are, as. now constructed; of much 
greater, valúe than the former. ‘ones, the. Superintendent 
will repeat his recommendation for some, further. safe- 
guard, and hope: your Excellency. will, call the attention 
of the Legislature to the importance and real need of this 
matter. - Had it been done by a former action of that body, 


e from fifteen to twenty thousand dollars would have 9990 


saved to the State. a | d 

The State owns buildings and property within and 
about, costing | $200, 000; liable to destruction any moment, 
Of late, serious fires have occurred in nearly: all the | pris- 


ons in the countty, and 16:18 but a short time since the ex- * 


tensive work shops connected. with. the" California - State 
Prison were consumed,, „at a loss, of some $300, 000 to that 
State, and we. may have ‘just such a loss, ina minor degree, 
entailed upon. this State at. any time. ` Hence, I feel. in- 


clined ' to urge the. appropriation of a sufficiént sum to pur- 


chase a fire engine, or. such a -torce pump as.is now used 
by the’ ` Salem Flouring Mills and Pioneer, Oil _ Company. 
Such a pump can be purchased for $300, with shafting-and 
pulleys to attach the same to the water power at an addi- 
tional expense of $60, and will require four hundred feet 
of hose,. costing one dollar per, foot—in all, -about. $800. 

. A fire engine, piano: style, “will cost about 8650, requir- 


ing the same. quantity of hose as the pump. The most ` 
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suitable pump, in the estimation of thé Superintendent; 
would ‘be a No. 4. fire pump—Holley's - Patent Rotary. 


This, I think, would be preferable: ‘to an engine; as thidfew , 
prisoners we could trust to work an engine at night would | 


hardly be sufficiently available.“ +: .- E. 

T would especially call ‘your Excellericy’ 8 attention’ to 
' the fact that the stockade or plank fence around the’ prison 
is almost rotted down, and will; before the" assemblirig of 
another Legislature, absolutely require à. new one;- For, 


this enclosure'an appropriation of $5,000,-for mper nu | 


and iron rods, will be required: · 


g. 
ს - FINANCES. 
ს S 


. The finacial condition of the Prison will be found.: as კ 


follows: 


^ The: amount appropriated by. the Londan i the 
.two years past was $50,000.” This was the smallest ap- 
propriation made for the-last ten years. 


- My predecessor, Maj. M. P. Berry, diči in 1866 
and 1868, $57,157.29; in 1868 and 1870, $59,332.51; and 


for'the gréater part of the time he had less than ‘one-half . 


the number of convicts confined in the prison, and-no'im- 


provements in the shape - of buildings on the prison | 


grounds, while I have expended during thé past two years 
for rebuilding shops and: placing machiiiery in the same, 
and paying indebtedness of 1874, $7,275.14; leaving’ the 
‘amount actually expended for the ‘maintenance of the 


prison for the two years, $42, 08881. 6 « os co P 


| 
I 


‘The total: amount: of ‘vouchers drawn on the Secretary 


of State for 1875 and’ 1876, which inéludes all the “Habili- 
tiés-of the past two years; is $49,308.95." Leaving’ a bal- 
86020 of the $50,000 in the State- Treasuary of 8691:05. MIU 


3 


3 
| 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PENITENTIARY.  . 9 
‘ TON q T . 


ah 
e ta t, kn ses ta “Fee ‘RECEIPTS: : ა... dake .H a 
“ 


4 - - - `e, 
ty 
a wi dv + ro. TIERE 


' The total receipts from September. 1, 1874, to Septem- 
ber.1, 1876, have.been: ... o. 


Cash paid over to State "Treasurer... :..:.......... 810, 322 85 ` 


L 
ter abo na 4 


Bills and accounts receivable for ‘convict labor, 


ou 
a ( 
ia? ede do 2.87 


sales of brick, ete., and keeping U. 5. pris, E E 
ყეპანალიიაიიიბა ასის იიი. 1,185 08 


teyu m 


Convict. labor -and- - brick. turnedover to State . . v 
„Capital Commmiissioners................. es 11,994 > 87 


Convict labor on: tannery, boot «and sh oe shops, 
blacksmith shops, mill ‘race, penstock, ete, ° ':- > 
7,414 days, @ 50 cents. eecbocteskbesekvssossosécgte 3,707 - 00 


F 


Convict labor’ improving farm “and' grounds, ” 
‘new stockade; eto; 7,425 5 days; @ 50 cents... 562 00 


წ. 
“ m FT a et ა» € se 4 


É » Loss. 


Total! -_-_ - nettes 887, 275 '80 


| . _ EXPENDITURES. 


‘Which leaves as an “actual expenditure for the prison 


over. and above what the State has or - will receive of si, - 
787.15. ლთ" UU - 


I ჯ 


> EJ 
“i ein i dte “it * 
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For ¢ easy, reference, the prison expenditures: have ‘been - 


classified a as follows: : . s 1. 


4 
Physicians pòv and drugs and n medicines... En 1 2 
უ–იე 259 24 


Printing and advertising. — ^ 918 25 
Hardwaie, i iron, “Ze შ-“=-“““–““–“–––––” "1,668. 38 
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u 


a - 
––_–_–_–_______-_--·-________ 1,159 34 


ეუ'ვეედდა-ა---_ 1,527 92 


Meats .. esee Adeste eO. 4,088: 67 
გ ას. ო 1784-06 
Boots-and ექეღე_____-_-_ ,,,902 80 
Harness, leather, ელლეს. 126 01 
Paints and“ სხვის ––– "289 40 
(იის ასეული 2,860 21 


Hay, feed and o... = 759-19 
Discharged and escaped. convicts... .............. 2,066. 35 
–––V.იწწმწმწწწწეე.”  5;847°89 
Dry goods and furnishing goods... — 219 0T 
Fixtures, including gas machine.................... A, 127.41 
 Teaming.......... eee nennen ene tnr yo 401. 15 
Live ეიწეგე 210 00 


? "Ea 


Carpenter WO! SR 192 00 


ab 
t ap Aba aL 


Bedding –––__-----.--- 389 38 
ა-ა ე 


e » w- e « + <= 5 4» E ^ & 
n =+ > vr 


———— 849,808 95 


By reference to the actual amount expended , for the 
maintenance of the prisdn, less expenditures for improve- 
ments, in all. Amounting to $42, 038 81, we find that, it 
costs for ` each convict for clothing, food, medicines, 
physicians,. as ‘also guarding and officers’ salaries, food and 
bedding, for one year, a at the rate of. eie BITS 14 
For one month... e jee 14 59 


For one week e 8 65 
For one day centem T l E 


A ar bak + 


Which, when. compared. with. the cost of other. prisoné, 


i 


a 


REPORT’ OF. SUPERINTENDENT:.OF PENITENTIARY. Tt 


~~ 


I consider. very: i and is evidence that nothing has been 
wasted about the prison, 2 ფა i 


. 9 


Below your. Excellency will find pe _–_– 


of what it costs many leading States to keep their: 


prisoners. Taking the actual cost to the State over and 


above the various amounts to - be received, or already 


received, viz: the sum of su, 787 15, we find the-ex- 
penses to be for one year,...... ice ` $49 12 


Y 


. One ისს ს __ი66: ტ– x 4 09 


One ML ic a 1310, 


#3 


^ * 


os .- Pennsylvania. for 1874, 


í 


Average cost per error 


€ 
v 


Kansas. 


II i 


Average ie 


California, for 1874 and 1875, cost the State $348, 52% 2T. 
Average cost per „ა ”” ”"' dde 
By the Warden’s report, there was paid tothe : 

.oflicers for two years’ salaries amounting .. 

LEO Bison cise an sedans aa 109. 722 11 


‘For‘food of officers-tor SAMO. vea etna 36,000 00 : 


í “Prom ‘this it will be seen that it cost nearly three times 
the amount to pay the ‘officers of that prison that it “costs 
for the entire management of ours. And it cost nearly as 
much for food for the officers alone of that institution that 
it has to maintain ours. And it cost to maintain the Cali- 


fornia State Prison for two years, $348,523 2T. This is 
more than the entire expeñses of your State government. 


y გ SS i. "m ; 
_ _ Nebraska Penitentiary, for 1874. ee. 
Average cost – lo 


a - 
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tos c! Nevada Penitentiary for 2917 me 1319. ua 


Average cost per day......... Msc 


After a careful calculation, I think Ha expenses for the 
coming two years, . under our. present management, ` can be 
met with an appropriation | of $40,000, and would Fespeèt: 
fully recommend that oun for the consideration of the 
Assembly. MP 

Owing to the comparatively limited amount of the last 
appropriation, and the loss entailed upon the State by | the 
fire, I was compelled to reduce the salary paid the guards 

from $50 to $35 permonth. In the estimates made above, 
upon the total of $40,000, I have figured upon increasing 
their sia ies to $50 per month, deeming, it but just to the 
men employed. 

Too much credit cannot-be given to our State renar 
Hon. A. H. Brown, in furnishing the money to meet the 


obligations incurred, as in purchasing supplies, by indue-- 


ing capitalists of the State to take our warrants at par'ata 
time when there wag no money in the State, Treasury. 


აა 


By his able management: in this matter he has saved: to | 


the Penitentiary appropriation, and of course to- the State 
also, over $2,000, as, had our warrants gone into the 
money markets, they would not have brought over ninety 
“cents on the dollar, and ` parties furnishing supplies’ ‘would 
have been compelled to advance their prices accordingly. 


i 


P ki De. ` CONVICT LABOR: kat 
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The Legislature:at its, last session passed an act aüthor. | 


izing.the Superintendent to lease .all the available labor 


of the convicts confined i in the prison to the, highest bid. | 


der—no bid at less than 50 ‘cents per day to we considered | 


and for a term. not-longer.than four years. ouu... 


mee 


l LÀ 


_-REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF- PENITENTIARY: - . 18 


According. to:this act, I have leased to:Mr;.Géorge Col- 
hns:12 prisoners, to work upon the ee at 50 cents. 
per day, for four ‘years. c0 0s o 2 ka 

To Mr: Erwin, 5 men; tor the same. period. and price to 
work in. blacksmith shop. > > B ` 

To R. A. Ray: & Son, 10, with the. privilege òt. 80, P 
work in the tannery, for the same: price and term, , 

. To Mr. John Hackleman, 15, to work in the “boot ‘and 
shoe manufactory—price.and term the same. 

“In all, 37. convicts, ‘leased: at 50 cents: per day. , 

«No trouble would be experienced in MAN all the 
‘surplus labor of the prison, could-a longer lease, than four 
years be granted: ..Parties with: capital do not wish -to 
enter largely into a manufacturing interest unless.with. the 
assurance that they ‘can continue for a longer time than a 
period of four years, claiming that at the.end of each State 
Administration they are likely to be compelled, to .give 
way: to-party. friends of: those in power, such change. nec- 
essarily entailing a loss to the:party: contracting: , In the 
matter of tanning, for instance, from twelve to eighteen 
months’ time is required to work out a stock of leather 
‘already. i in the yard. During : the time this stock .is being- 
taken, out, the men who. were: required. to work it, in, 
would consequently remain. unemployed, for that period, 
entailing:a;ldss upon the State and contractor also.. , The 
same. may- „ხი; said of nearly all manufacturing... interests 
likely. to be made available by prison labor. - 

, No good: reason exists why the. lease should be limited 
to so'shórt a:period, All. other prisons, lease the labor for 
a period to suit the contractors. , In the California prison 
some parties have had: the labor. for fifteen years.. NT 


zl 


Messrs. Stone & Hayden employ 200 men, making. sad- 
dlo:trees, harness and ‘leather... Messrs. Porter, Blume & 
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Có. work 300 to 400 convicts; manufacturing boots and 
shoes. ` A large:share of 'these- articles after- being made 
up are shipped to this State, and no good. reason exists 
why the same: ‘articles’ cannot be made in our own prison 
by convict labor, saving so many dollars to the citizens 
and reducing the expenditures of the State itself fot main- 
tenance of the prisoners. - It can be and -would be done 
could such leases be made as სას Justity enor kw. 
to engage in it. s. : 

In building work shops. and factóries in which. ow em- 
ploy the labor, I have aimed to make such. employment: 
of that character likely to prove Successful, as in: other 
“State prisons, and of a kind to not a intefere Sann E 

free labor in this State. — . ` a EP WE ი 
The buildings for work-shops are all –” of. the 
best material, substantially built, ‘and. will last for twénty 
years; unless destroyed by fire, and have been built entire- 
ly by convict labor, done at a time when it could not have 
been employed at any other work. Convicts .sawed the. 
- lumber and did all the framing and work 'óin its. construc- 
tion. | i : me 
` Hád I been compelled to purchase. me 290, (000: feet of 
lumber, used in all the buildings, the expense to the State 
for that item alone. would: have been more than the whole 
structures have cost. ‘The shoe factory and tannery are 
heated’ by &team- pipes, which obviates the necessity of any 
fires in or around the building, d$ the heat comes: from 
the'same boilers that warm the prison, All the; waste 
` bark, 1088 and offal from the tannery. are turned: over to, 
the State; and are sufficient to heat both: ‘prison and work- 
shops, saving to the State’ four or five hundred dollars სენი წე 
.. აა. E ი”... 
“Th€ oso now completed will employ' three duds 


x 
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" z a ... To. J si a » » e 
dred men, and: we will be able to téach-men trades; while 
in confinement, to earn an 80081 living შენი their: term 
of service expires.” E i 


In concluding, it would afford the Superintendent ; great 
pleasure. if, not only. the usual committee, but all the 
members of the General Assembly that can consistently, 
with their other duties, would visit and fully examine the 
workings of the institution and the plan and character of 
the work done. By doing 80, they would be better. -pre- 
pared to decide whether the money expended i in improve- 
ments had been economically and honestly spent. And I 
would ask to have an honest and fair committee appointed 
from’ both Houses, to examine my books and papers and 
management'of the Penitentiary- for the past two years; 
as also the conduct of. the other officers and employes of 
the prison’ «during the .same time. At the last-session.a 
portion of: the committee was selected: for the reason they 
were known to be personal enemies:of the. Superintendent; 
and the committee, against my written.. protest to the 
committee (and both Houses of the Legislature; selected 
as its clerk T. MeF. Patton, a man without character for 
honesty or‘ truth, and, at the time, was:a- .defiulter to the 
Government, and lying under. an indictment- for larceny 
from Jackson county; who has since paid a debt to the 
State in greenbacks, at par, 3 ‘which hé contracted to pay 
in coin, ‘thereby. defrauding the ‘State of ‘the difference 
between coin and currency. 


> e 
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- 


I court an honest, and fair investigation, from, honest 
and. fair’ men, but want, nothing 10.90 with such men as 
J ...N..Dolph and T.: McF. Patton.. _ i 


I will here tepéat what-I have frequently published in 
the. newspapers -when - false, charges.“have : been made; 


* 
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e 


against · the: management; of the Penitentiary, and. hope 


the parties. who pretend to know anything. that would 
substantiate; these charges will avail themselves of. the: 


opportunity. during the Legislature to do 80. _ 

.Further,.I take ' this occasion to say that I defy any 
person to show where I have defrauded the State out of 
one dollar, or ‘misappropriated one, or made a single mis: 


take in my management of the prison ‘affairs, or where 1 
have sold property belonging to the State. to irresponsible 


parties. Not a dollar: of indebtedness’ appearing on the 


books or notes but what can be collected at any time. 


Nor" can it be shown where any property about the prison 
has been destroyed or wasted. | a 


Ag it has been charged that I have leased prison labor 
to parties for. pay, when it was appropriated to my own 


5 


y 
$ ^ 


benefit and profit, if any of these parties will show where - 


I ever received one cent from the labor.of.any convict,.or 
where I.have used the-labor of one for my own benefit, I 


· will pay the amount.of my official, bond ($10,000) to:the : 


w 


State of Oregon. Whatever action has been had in these 


matters ‘by the Superintendent; has ‘been solely for the | 


‘benefit of the State, and.a fair and thorough investigation 


will substantiate ‘what I say. ' _“ 


I have held the position of Superintendent of ‘the State 
Penitentiary, for six years, ‘at a salary of $1; 800 per year, 


and to-day am not worth one thousand dollars more than . 


when I took charge of the prison, and'during that time 
havé been ‘engaged i in no business which ‘proved a losing 
one: My family’ have: boarded: at the prison’ during: the 
greater part of the last ‘two years; which board'I have 
charged ‘to “myself and. deducted: from my salary, some- 


‘thing never before. done: -by - any person” in change. 0L.8 


Y 
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prison. Officers’ families are always allowed. board at the 


roun 


“sa Ly. 


prisons free: of charge. ,. xx ae 
If any change in the management of the prison’ is, meii 
or:a change of the ‘law governing the -same, or its Su- 
perintendent needs .censuring, it is fér the réason‘that he 
has not grown rich out of the money: entrusted to'his care, 
wrung from the pockets of ‘an-over-taxed ' people; or that 
he has not:allowed any parties “dealing with" the-Státe to 

| present fraudulent'claims and rečeive- pay for them; or tal- 
lowed: incompetent, - dishonest; or’ wotthless ` ‘employes 
around the prison. - ‘For refiising to eraploy such and to 
deal with such „as above referred-to, comes all tlie ‘fault: 
finding and ‘abuse- ‘heaped upon ‘the Superintendent. - As 
my” manágement” as Superintendent ' of the Penitentiary 
has always met with your Excellericy’s approval, in fact I 
may say that I have carried out your Excellency’ sinstruc- 


sd 


tions in: ‘such: matters as above referred to. . “If such man- - 


agement i is not satisfactory. to-the General Assembly, théy 
can make such"changes:as th&y deem best’ to:secüre-ecótio- 
my'and ; reform, and it-will meet with” my approbation and 
support, if -it is really intended to reduce the éxpensés of 
the State Government. `I'mention this becajliše there were 
three bills before the’ last Legišlature; praying that honor- 
able body to change the law govétning the State’ Peniten- 
tiary, tiot that'they coüld show any dishonesty or extraya: 
gance in ite management; ‘but simply to: gratify a certain 
coterie of dishonest-and corrupt politicians; who, at different 
times while the. measures were pending, offered to -liavé 
the bills defeated ‘if I would paysthem $10,000. ^^ ^. 

-. That: honorable-body-deteatéd' both: meara, as it was 
plain'to'be seenithat the proposition would cost-tlie “Stato 
more than'the' present: “mòde of governing: the’ same, atid 
surrounded. with: many dangers.’ * For instanée,'if three 

8 w "7" - S 
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commissioners, are; elected ,to-govern the prison for two.or : 
` four years, and each or all should turn out to, be-dishonest | 
or, ‘incapable, no- power, could gémove: ‘them, and: at; en 
the, different. political majorities of idi li bone now | 
in unison with.the Executive. and. then in:opposition, and 
under.such circumstances politics alone would, control the | 
State. Penitentiary-—a: power , that. should never, govern. 
prisons. , .By reference to the reports. of the prisons from , 
nearly, every State, in. the Union, :on file in, this office, it 
wilt.be seen that the plan in.operation here is the most 
economical, except it be where the. prison is. leased; fora 
term of. years : at.a. certain fixed amount. — Such a, aw gov 
erns.the State ‘Penitentiary, in the States..of K იხილის; ~ 
Texas, - ‘Missouri and. other, large. States, aud id atis 
faction; ~ Cane 2... poje ote 
At the suggestion of your Excellency, I აა... 
the «Union Gas Company, of. California, one.of.their, ma. 
chines, which :works satisfactorily in.every respect, the 
price of gas not! exceeding thirty cents-per day. the year > 
round, which.is less than:one-half it, would: cost for, coal 
oil, furnishing a.great deal more; light, and, with less dano”. 
ger,to the prison, and inmates from explosion.,: ia e air 
.Invoices ofall the property, on hand will. be found ii in.the 
office: of the Secretary: of. State. : ;.No valuation has been 
placed, upon such return, of property. sio, 
En Concerning, the; three:escaped prisonere, gra err 
to, E deem At. necessary, to make : +h following: statement: 
‘Valentine, Howe W38. allowed: o ‘burn , brick. at:night. 
without.a guard, which, duty ‘he :performed for-some, time | 
without ‘leaving. the, brick:yard; enclosure, in company with · 
other. prisoners. ;.. ‘On; the 23d day of Oct. 1874; he:escaped;. 
; „შახი: ¡Curn. was sent to work in the garden 90008: the , 


a 
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walls, without a guard, by the Wardeu, without my 
knowledge or consent, and escaped “in a short time alter 
he was let. ou, —— : l 

Simpson escaped by, hiding himself in the flax straw at 
-a time when I was in San Francisco. The Warden 
refused to allow the prison enclosure to be guarded the 
second night, and he escaped over the wall at his pleasure. 

A suitable reward was offered for each, but up to this 
time they are still at large. 7 

The ministers and Christian ladies: who have visited'us 
for the past two years, have distributed a large number of 
religious papers and traets' among the prisoners, and too! 
mueh praise cannot be given to Mrs. J. Q.: Thornton and 

—other:ladies, who have: visited the unfortunates confined 
during sickness, and have-visited:the prison every Sunday 
ene NAME ^ 
through rain or sunshine. They all have the good wishes——— |... 
of the officers of the prison, and we hope they will some 
day be rewarded for their labors, if not in this world that’ 
they may. in the world to come. ' 

In ednclusion of this subject, I: will say the: présent? 
Warden and Deputy, together with the other officers em- 
ployed:around the:prison, have each :greatly aided in dd- 
vaneing: the best interests of the institution. - ki 

To your Excellency'I beg leave to tender my grateful 
acknowledgements. for: many: valuable instructions and“ 
most cheerful co-operation «ini the workings of the Poni- / 
tentiary. * r 48 ki a 

4 W. H. WATKINDS, ; 

; > Superintendent. 

SALEM, September 1, 1876. : + E 
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| 
To the Superintendent of the Oregon State ‘Penitentiary: 


W. H. Wartxinps—Sir:—In pursuance of the provisions’ 
of the law, I have the honor to submit the ‘following as 
my report of the sanitary condition of the inmates'of this 
institution for the two years.ending September 1, 1876:” 

In making my. biennial report, it affords me : great 
pleasure to be able to state that’ there has been no death _ 
in the prison for the last two years,.arising from any cause 
within the prison, or from any exposures connected. there-. 
with. “Only three deaths have occurred from any cause: 
whatever, aud of these 1 will.speak more fuliy hereafter. 

It is a gratifying’ source of pleasure to state that while 
our city in the last two years has been scourged by two 
alarmingly fatal epidemics, neither of them have invaded 
our prison,—a fact which speaks in the highest terms pos- 
sible for the thoroughly effecrent sanitary regulations: of 
the institution, and demonstrates the .fact that convicts 
must be well,fed; clothed and cared for. »” ”,”“: 

. Of the diseases which I have been called to treat, a 
large portion are of the malarious type, which so cóm- 
monly prevails in this distriet. But with the prisoners it 
is quite frequently. complicated with rheumatism, the re- 
sult in most cases of venereal disease, contracted'and badly 
treated before coming to the prison. * i 

Catarrhal disease prevails here about as in other com- 

munities of like size. ' 


* 
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Kidney, and spinal’ troubles, have: been quite. common— 
induced in. many.. -cases,i I think, by -wearing, the; Gardner. 
shackle: The continued. application of this great weight 
of from 6.to 28- pounds to the lower: ‘extremities must of 
necessity destroy the muscular power of the-lower_.limbs.. | 


But what I .deem: the most -serious evil is this: "With. L 


from 6 to 28. pounds of cold iron around the ankles the. 
prisoners must of. necessity, with the ordinary supply of 
bedding. furnished to prisoners, suffer with cold feet and. 
- limbs, during the nights, which-in this; climate are always: 
cool:..; And the effect; of- continually. ‘cold extremities, can- 
not result otherwise than disastrously to the health. of the, 
convict. I would, - therefore, in. the. strongest terms, rec- 
ommend: that. means. be : adopted at the- Suet possible. 
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Only. one, da t i been removed, to the 
Asylum. His health was .much. shattered, by dissolute 
‘and. intemperate habits. before. his imprisonment, and, no 
doubt, his insanity was, due to those causes. . He was, the 
subject of. hallucinations . for. some . time. before · he was 
finally removed..to. -the ‘Asylum, and, 80. far, the good 
attention, and. humane. treatment ‘of : -that institution has 
failed, to benefit him: . . ., je: ia UN 
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DEATHS IN THE. PEN ITENTIARY. ; 


„ა“ O MESI ALME oe e 
· John Wheland, aged 25- years, Irish.. "For years before 
being: sent:to:the ‘prison. was the subject of epileptic fits; 


alo, of heart disease; .and ' while in as. good’, health. as 
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usual, on thé 20th :of' March, 1875, “was'deizéd with’? ‘eon. | 
vuléions, fell to the floor, and diéd'in a few morents,- “> 
' James Jackson, aged: 42, negro, diéd June 7, 1876;'0f | 
fatty degeiieration of the liver, a disease which he brought" 
to the: e'prison with him.” A INI L NW DO NI d 

“William Franklin, > 86, Irish, died. July 15, 1816, 
òf cerebro-spinal menengitis, which: was the’ result’ of à > 


gunshot-wound received at the time of his arrest, prior to · 


his conviction. Although -the wound: had healed, there” 
had been irrepairable damage done the spinal córd; which: 
fact was apparent ‘by the paralysis ofthe bowels, bladder 


and lower extremities. Tlie irritation’ of the cord grad. ` 


ually extended -to the brain, setting up inflammation “of 
the membranes of that organ,:which resulted ‘in his-deathi.. 
` From this statement, you will see that no death has‘oc-' 


curred from any cause which arose in ‘the proi or over | 


which the prison had any control. ME. we US 

Your sanitary regulations are so onie that it ანი 
me nothing farther to recommend, and it is no less a pleas- 
ure’ ‘than a duty for me to bear testimony to the admirable 


manner in which the convicts are cared ‘for. „. aa 


“ Every attention is paid to their comfort that circum 
stances will allow.» Their food is of good ' quality. and: ‘ale 
ways carefully prepared, ain fact, in this: respect: the insti- 
tution is more like a hospital than a prison.” Strict attéti- 
tion is paid: to the eléansing ‘of the cells and^to making: 
the inmates as comfortable as possible. “Th€ sick-‘aré 
treated with the utmost care and attention by the officers 
and those having them in charge. - ! sao 

To all the officers of the prison I am iden many obli- 
gations for the uniform`courtesy aud s kindness shown! me, 
and I am under special obligations to. MI. Thompson, the: 
Warden, for the very »prompt.:and. efficient. manner vii: 


+ 
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which. he has carried out my every wish in the hospitai 
department. .  ' é | 

I take pleasure in acknowledging my obligation to Dr. 
Glass for thé very careful manner in which he has per- 
formed the duties of hospital steward. 


4 


Very respectfully, : 
JAS. A. RICHARDSON, 
| # | . Physician. 
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